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Minutes from July 12, 2011 Regular Meeting

Call to Order:

“Sunshine Law” Announcement: Our notice as published in the Hunterdon County
Democrat and Express Times satisfies the requirements of the Open Public Meeting
Act and is also posted on the Township website and filed with the Municipal Clerk.

Roll Call: Don Church, Steve Hurford, Chuck, La Tournous, Brett Bragin, Sandy
Stiger, Chuck Neary, Alan Ford were present.

Union Township Committee liaison to UTEC Michele McBride was also present.

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes: Steve Hurford made a motion to approve the
June meeting minutes with one spelling error corrected. Seconded by D. Church.
Motion carried.

0Old Business:

* Well testing participation was very low this year and there was a suggestion
made to consider offering testing every other year instead of annually. Only
eight people brought in samples.

* Steve Hurford will check on the availability of the Hunterdon County bug
expert but we have to come up with a date and the insect we want him to talk
about. His presentation will be tentatively scheduled for October.

* Sidney Brook planting went well on Friday and Saturday and there was an
article in the Hunterdon County Democrat and other publications.

* Environmental easement grant was signed and Michele had the flyer printed;
it will be included with the tax bills. Title search research will be started soon
and Michele needs volunteers. Michele developed a list of all easements going
back to approximately 1980. Letters to high-priority easement holders will
go out by end of December 2011—i.e., those close to bodies of water. 225
conservation easements exist.

* Transco Pipeline has initiated a “pre-filing process” with the Federal
Environmental Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a proposed expansion of a
natural gas pipeline that runs though a section of Union Township. There will
be a public hearing Wed. July 20t at 6 pm at the Clinton Holiday Inn. UTEC
has concerns regarding this pipeline, including the impact on Sidney Brook
and the riparian planting that has just been completed. Construction could
begin as early as the fall of 2012.
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Correspondence:

* Transco sent a notice that it has initiated a pre-filing process for a proposed
expansion of a natural gas pipeline that runs through part of Union
Township.

* Renewable energy ordinance - second reading not officially adopted yet.

* Letter from HART that on 7/28 breakfast we will be honored for our
Sustainable NJ certification and they will have a keynote speaker.

* Chuck La T. mentioned that he received a voicemail from a woman
concerning a contaminated site on Van Syckles Rd. and that we should be
aware of these sites in the Township. He did some research and found that
they are 10 sites listed by the NJ DEP as active. He suggested we consider
forming a Subcommittee to track them.

New Business: Chuck La T. was looking at UTEC’s charter and we need a volunteer
to sit on the recycling committee per UTEC requirements. Don volunteered to be
liaison to the Recycling Committee, replacing Michele.

How UTEC can better interact with the Planning Board? Need to get better timing
with interaction so we are aware of applications in time to provide
recommendations to the Planning Board in time to be reflected in their work. Part of
UTEC’s role is to act as an advisory entity to the Planning Board.

Chairman’s Report: Nothing to report from Chuck...Thanks to Bill for his hard
work as Chair of UTEC.

Planning Board Liaison’s Report: The Planning Board is still dealing with Pilot
and they have not met all conditions. Jutland Shell has an application to open a
convenience store on their site and they are to submit more information. Reviewing
quarry license renewal from Green Cycle, which is separate from their recycling
application - also pending. They might have to apply for a variance for a second use
on the site. Alan agrees that a way needs to be found to allow UTEC to get involved
early on when applications are submitted for review and advice. He will work with
the Planning Board to provide UTEC with initial applications so UTEC can review
concurrently with the Planning Board.

Reports of Subcommittees:

* Open Space: Sandy and Chuck N. had nothing to report.

* Trails: Don to work with Michele. For the Milligan Farm Trail, we have to
build our own driveway and there is a fairly flat piece of land down from the
Jehovah'’s Witness building. Engineer Bob Clerico is putting together a
plan/drawings.

* Communication: Chuck La T. advises that we are getting good traffic on
Facebook and each of our posts is getting about 200 impressions. Newsletter
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was sent out in draft and Chuck thanked the Commission for their excellent
comments. Since we have more time that he originally thought, due to the
need to include an article about the Conservation Easement project, Chuck
would like to send out eight-page newsletter and add advertisers to help
defray the costs as ANJEC cut funds for it, even through it is still a
requirement of our ANJEC Conservation Easement grant. Alan suggested
mentioning the number of volunteers at the Sidney Brook planting. County
recycling has been comingled for some time now. Article on Finn Road
talking about path and trails and we need to be consistent as to which is
which.

* Highlands: Need to confirm if Bill Harclerode will still be on this
subcommittee in light of his new responsibilities outside UTEC. Steve
Hurford and Chuck Neary expressed interest in joining the subcommittee if
there is an opening. The Township Committee appoints members to this
team; Chuck La T. will inquire.

* Sustainability/Green Team: Nothing new to report.

Hearing of Citizens: None.
Next Meeting: September 13, 2011

Adjournment: Chuck N. made motion to adjourn; seconded by Alan. Motion passed.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Don Church,
Secretary
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