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These minutes were approved at the February 21, 2012 Union Township Environmental Commission meeting. 
	  

Minutes	  from	  the	  January	  10,	  2012	  Regular	  Meeting	  

	  

Call	  to	  Order:	  	  

“Sunshine	  Law”	  Announcement:	  Our	  notice	  as	  published	  in	  the	  Hunterdon	  County	  
Democrat	  and	  Express	  Times	  satisfies	  the	  requirements	  of	  the	  Open	  Public	  Meeting	  
Act	  and	  is	  also	  posted	  on	  the	  Township	  website	  and	  filed	  with	  the	  Municipal	  Clerk.	  

Roll	  Call:	  	  Don	  Church,	  Sandy	  Stiger,	  Chuck	  Neary,	  Steve	  Hurford,	  Alan	  Ford,	  Chuck	  
LaTournous.	  Bill	  Harclerode	  and	  Brett	  Bragin	  were	  absent.	  

Township	  Committee	  Liaison	  Michele	  McBride	  was	  also	  present.	  

UTEC	  Reorganization	  Meeting	  	  

Chuck	  L.	  needs	  assistance	  on	  various	  sub-‐committees.	  

• Brett	  will	  be	  backup	  for	  Trails	  committee	  
• Don	  will	  be	  on	  Sustainability/Green	  Team	  

Selection	  of	  newspapers	  for	  putting	  our	  notices	  in,	  as	  we	  need	  two	  –	  Chuck	  L.	  
suggested	  continuing	  with	  the	  Hunterdon	  Democrat	  and	  the	  Express-Times.	  Motion	  
made,	  seconded	  and	  passed.	  

Meeting	  Dates	  for	  2012:	  

Chuck	  L.	  proposed	  the	  following	  dates	  for	  Regular	  Meetings:	  February	  21,	  March	  13,	  
April	  10,	  May	  8,	  June	  12,	  July	  10,	  (no	  meeting	  in	  August),	  September	  11,	  October	  9,	  
November	  13	  and	  December	  11.	  	  	  Motion	  made	  by	  Steve	  and	  seconded	  by	  Chuck	  N.	  
Motion	  carried.	  

January	  Regular	  Meeting	  

Approval	  of	  Prior	  Meeting	  Minutes:	  	  Clarification	  of	  water	  usage	  by	  new	  gas	  
station	  water	  was	  going	  to	  be	  monitored	  to	  the	  capacity	  of	  the	  septic	  system:	  350	  
gpm…Planning	  Board	  felt	  this	  was	  not	  enough	  and	  applicant	  proposed	  doubling	  the	  
capacity.	  	  Water	  levels	  will	  be	  metered	  and	  kept	  to	  the	  established	  levels.	  

Sandy	  asked	  if	  we	  should	  continue	  with	  the	  well	  testing,	  as	  the	  results	  for	  last	  year	  
were	  50%	  of	  the	  previous	  year.	  	  Sandy	  asked	  if	  it	  would	  be	  possible	  to	  advertise	  the	  
well	  testing	  in	  the	  newsletter.	  	  Chuck	  L.	  stated	  that	  he	  would	  like	  to	  promote	  the	  
testing	  with	  the	  new	  website	  and	  newsletter	  in	  place	  and	  try	  at	  least	  one	  more	  year	  
to	  see	  if	  the	  additional	  promotion	  helps	  the	  well	  testing	  program	  better.	  
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Old	  Business:	  

• Sydney	  Brook	  Grant	  –	  Paperwork	  is	  complete	  will	  be	  mailed	  out	  for	  
payment.	  Chuck	  L.	  has	  a	  hard	  copy	  of	  the	  draft	  report	  and	  would	  like	  to	  make	  
the	  report	  available	  to	  the	  public	  when	  it	  is	  totally	  final.	  

• ANJEC	  Conservation	  Easement	  Grant	  –	  Michele	  has	  a	  letter	  on	  the	  
Easement	  that	  she	  presented	  to	  the	  UTEC	  members,	  which	  was	  based	  on	  the	  
Mendham	  township	  letter.	  	  A	  recommendation	  was	  made	  that	  the	  letter	  
should	  advise	  residents	  to	  look	  on	  the	  Township	  website;	  Michele	  will	  add	  
this	  to	  the	  letter.	  	  Michele	  and	  Chuck	  L.	  will	  co-‐sign	  the	  letter.	  	  Sandy	  will	  
work	  with	  Michele	  to	  go	  over	  map	  made	  by	  Bob	  Clerico	  and	  go	  through	  it	  and	  
prioritize	  the	  easements.	  

• Transco	  Pipeline	  –	  no	  update	  on	  Transco	  as	  Bill	  is	  absent.	  

Correspondence:	  	  	  Minutes	  from	  County	  Agricultural	  Board	  Meeting	  and	  a	  letter	  
from	  a	  resident	  complimenting	  the	  latest	  Environmental	  Commission	  eNewsletter.	  

New	  Business:	  	  

	  Goals	  for	  2012	  –	  Environmental	  resource	  inventory	  should	  be	  done	  every	  5	  years	  –	  
we	  are	  due.	  	  Apply	  for	  at	  least	  one	  grant	  this	  year…Increase	  our	  Facebook	  likes…..at	  
least	  two	  newsletters	  this	  year:	  one	  printed	  and	  both	  electronic	  versions.	  Explore	  
the	  feasibility	  of	  moving	  Highlands	  Trail	  to	  connect	  with	  the	  Appalachian	  Trail.	  

Public	  events	  –	  Storm	  water	  education	  was	  worth	  10	  points	  for	  upgrading	  our	  
Bronze	  Sustainability	  NJ	  status.	  	  Need	  someone	  to	  take	  on	  as	  a	  project.	  

Michele	  would	  like	  to	  see	  UTEC	  more	  involved	  with	  the	  SBWA	  and	  their	  projects.	  

Chairman’s	  Report:	  Most	  items	  covered	  previously.	  	  Hunterdon	  Land	  Trust	  has	  
approached	  UTEC	  to	  see	  if	  there	  are	  any	  other	  opportunities	  for	  Open	  Space	  
acquisitions.	  	  	  

Planning	  Board	  Liaison’s	  Report:	  	  PB	  has	  not	  met	  since	  the	  last	  meeting.	  	  Shell	  
station	  convenience	  store	  has	  been	  approved	  by	  the	  PB.	  

Reports	  of	  Subcommittees:	  	  

• Open	  Space:	  Need	  current	  list	  of	  open	  space	  properties.	  	  Map	  is	  being	  
updated.	  

• Trails:	  Don	  needs	  to	  meet	  with	  Michele	  and	  lay	  out	  the	  Milligan	  Trail.	  
• Communication:	  Chuck	  L.	  is	  continuing	  to	  keep	  the	  Facebook	  page	  updated	  

with	  posts	  on	  local	  environmental	  events	  and	  issues,	  mostly	  from	  the	  
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Hunterdon	  Democrat,	  etc.	  	  Chuck	  would	  like	  to	  start	  getting	  ideas	  for	  the	  
newsletters	  to	  come	  this	  year.	  

• Highlands:	  	  No	  meetings;	  Chuck	  L.	  will	  join	  the	  subcommittee.	  
• Sustainability/Green	  Team:	  Nothing	  new,	  but	  Chuck	  L.	  will	  need	  new	  

members	  from	  the	  local	  residents.	  
• Road	  Noise:	  	  No	  report.	  
• Contaminated	  sites:	  	  Chuck	  L.	  Put	  a	  Google	  Map	  together	  using	  data	  from	  the	  

NJDEP	  website	  to	  make	  finding	  them	  easier.	  

Hearing	  of	  Citizens:	  None	  present	  

Next	  Meeting:	  February	  21,	  2012.	  

Adjournment:	  	  	  Steve	  made	  motion	  –	  Sandy	  seconded.	  Motion	  carried.	  

	  

Respectfully	  Submitted,	  

Donald	  E.	  Church,	  Secretary	  


