
UNION TOWNSHIP                                                                                                              TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING   December 21, 2011 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Bischoff opened the meeting at 7:08 p.m. 

 
“Sunshine Law” Announcement:  Adequate notice of this public meeting has been provided by the Annual 
Notice; mailed electronically to the Hunterdon Democrat and Courier News; posted on the public bulletin board 
and on file in the Municipal Clerk’s Office. 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 
ROLL CALL  Present:  Mr. Severino, Mr. Mazza, Ms. McBride, Mrs. Dziubek, Mr. Bischoff 

Others Present:  J. Peter Jost, Esq., Ella M. Ruta, Clerk, Robert Clerico, Engineer, Grace 
Brennan, CFO. 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 
 
a. Regular and Executive Session Meeting Minutes of December 7, 2011.   

 
Corrections by the Mayor:   
– P. 2 add “Mayor asked Mr. Mazza to resolve issues” under Mr. Mazza’s correspondence first paragraph.  
–  P. 3 add “f” to Mr. Bischoff’s name.   
– P. 9 Mayor’s Report first paragraph add “Mayor presented Mrs. Dziubek a carriage clock with an 

engraved plate commemorating her service” and item 4, last sentence insert “will be hosted” and “Fire 
Companies will make a presentation of their needs to the Township Committees and at the 2nd Township 
Committee Meeting in February. P. 9 remove “very successful” from first sentence of Resolution #2011-
146. 

– P.10 same resolution last sentence remove “the annual” and add “a new”.  Last paragraph of Resolution 
change “would be ending on” to “exist and would now expire on”.  Last item on Mayor’s Report remove 
“change” and add “written by Committee to” and on next sentence change “attachments” to “attached” 
and add “photos”.   

– Corrections to Mr. Severino’s Report, P. 10 item 1 add “Exxon said they would try putting boulders at 
end of fence.”  Item 3 remove “one this year and the other next year.”   Add “and if funds are available 
we would look into replacing second unit.”   

– Add to Mr. Mazza’s Report, item 4 “Plowing” to job posting. 
 

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino   X X    
Mr.  Mazza    X    
Mrs. Dziubek X  X     
Ms. McBride   X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried with corrections 

 
VISITORS 
 
 Craig Hermann, DR&F – Capital Budget.  Requested mason dump truck for the Dept. of Roads and Facilities.  
Mr. Mazza discussed having a replacement plan in place that includes replacement schedule 5 to 10 years.  Mr. 
Mazza and the DR&F Foreman will work on the plan 
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 Peter Tarricone, Wells Fargo Insurance.  Reviewed and discussed insurance plans. 
 

RESOLUTION #2011-148 
PUBLIC ALLIANCE INSURANCE COVERAGE FUND 

RESOLUTION FOR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 
 
WHEREAS, Union Township, hereafter referred to as "Public Entity" is a member of the Public Alliance 
Insurance Coverage Fund, hereinafter referred to as "Fund"; and 
 
WHEREAS, said renewal membership terminates as of January 1, 2012 at 12:01 a.m. standard time, unless earlier 
renewed by agreement between the Public Entity and the Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Public Entity is afforded the following types of coverages: 
 
   Workers’ Compensation 

 Package (property, boiler & machinery, crime, auto & general liability,  
                           including Police Professional) 

   Public Officials Liability  
   Excess Liability 
    Auto & General Liability (including Police Professional) 
    Public Officials Liability  
   Environmental Impairment Liability  
    
WHEREAS, the Public Entity desires to renew said membership.   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

1. The Public Entity agrees to renew its membership in the Fund for a period of three years 
beginning January 1, 2012, and ending January 1, 2015 at 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time, and 
to be subject to the coverages, operating procedures, bylaws, and other organizational and 
operational documents of the Fund presently existing or as from time to time amended by the 
Fund and/or the Department of Banking and Insurance. 

 
2.  The Public Entity agrees that as a member of the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage Fund the 

Public Entity must purchase all types of coverages offered by the Fund which are applicable to 
the Public Entity. 

 
3. The Public Entity hereby appoints  Grace Brennan, CFO as the Public Entity's Fund 

Commissioner and is authorized to execute the renewal Indemnity and Trust Agreement thereby 
evidencing annexed hereto and made a part hereof and to deliver same to the Fund the Public 
Entity's renewal of its membership. 

 
This Resolution agreed to the 21 day of December 2011, by a vote of: 
 

    5    Affirmative           Abstain 
 

         Negative           Absent 
 
By:                                   
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Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino  X  X    
Mr.  Mazza   X    
Mrs. Dziubek    X     
Ms. McBride   X    
Mr. Bischoff  X X    

 
Motion carried 
 
 Robert Vance, Tax Assessor – letter of resignation effective January 27, 2012 accepted by the Committee. 

The Mayor and Committee thanked Mr. Vance for his service and wished him well. 
 
– Walter Wilson, Esq., Annandale, representing Mr. & Mrs. John Panella of Gano Road.     
 
REPORTS RECEIVED 
 
 Road Dept - Weeks Ending 12/2/11; 12/9/11; 12/16/11 
 OEM – NJ Office of OEM Preliminary Damage Assessment Report – Ms. McBride discussed brush brought 

to Finn Road after snow storm and whether the Township will receive assistance from FEMA.   
 Engineer’s Report  

o Race Street – The Engineer, Committeewoman McBride and the DR&F Foreman met with USDA 
representatives on the 15th to look at Race St. situation.  They were extremely helpful and 
informative.  Linda Petersen provided a report with suggestions.  A discussion of ways to fix 
problem. 

o Hoffman Park – Advertised for the bid opening on Wednesday January 18th with a pre-bid tour of the 
property on January 5th.  Six bid spec packages sold to date. 

o I gave the Committee a memo on the issue of the Finn Road Park ball field. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mrs. Dziubek mentioned the following correspondence: None 
 
Ms. McBride  mentioned the following correspondence:  
 
– Mayor’s Advisory, A-4422, Extension of Permit Extension Act.  Since the League has historically advocated 

that such approvals should result from a legitimate planning process, not a legislative determination, the 
league testified and noted its objection to the overly broad definition of smart growth area.  Attorney will 
check for a draft resolution to legislators. 

 
Mr. Severino mentioned the following correspondence:  None 
 
Mr. Mazza mentioned the following correspondence: - None 
 
Mr. Bischoff mentioned the following correspondence: 
 
– Mayor’s Advisory, Conditional Veto of S-2220, Cap on Accumulated Sick Leave.   
– Mayor’s Advisory, Local Finance Board Paving the Way to Faster Refunding.  The CFO will check to see if 

the Township can refund the refunding. 
– HC Soil Conservation Dist., Pilot Travel Centers, LLC Renovations.  They are in compliance. 
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– UTEC - Report on Pattenburg Vernal Pool Mitigation Proposal.  Is there further action required by 
Township?  The Attorney will check. Clerk to send copy of report to the Planning Board for their information. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
– Bruce Hirt, OEM Union Township.  Gave a report on cost of Defibrillators to Committee.  Mr. Hirt will get 

more information on lower cost defibrillators and do comparisons.  Consider placing item in next year’s 
budget. 

– Ms. McBride asked Mr. Hirt if he has made a decision on whether he will continue as OEM manager next 
year while he is Committeeman.  His answer is yes. The Attorney gave Mr. Hirt a copy of his legal opinion on 
the matter for his consideration.  Ms. McBride voiced her concern about potential future problems for the 
Committee if Mr. Hirt continued as OEM while a Committeeman.  Attorney suggested a call to Pat McIntyre 
of the Local Finance Board to discuss further.   

 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
a. Motion to Authorize – The Clerk to Issue Quarry License for Green Cycle of Hunterdon LLC.  Approve 

Issuance of license upon receipt of the quarry bond in a form and amount acceptable to the Township based 
upon info provided by the Twp. Engineer. 

 
Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Mr.  Severino  X  X    
Mr.  Mazza   X    
Mrs. Dziubek  X X     
Ms. McBride   X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried with conditions. 

 
b. Tax Collector Memo re:  office coverage during extended leave.  Executive session. 
 

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino  X  X    
Mr.  Mazza   X    
Mrs. Dziubek  X X     
Ms. McBride   X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried 
 
NEW ORDINANCE – 1st Reading 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. The following resolution was introduced for adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #2011- 149 
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
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For Adopting Changes  
to an Existing Deferred Compensation Plan Pursuant to the  

Final Internal Revenue Code Section 415 Regulations, Pension Protection Act of 2006,  
the Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 and the Worker, Retiree and Employer 

Recovery Act of 2008 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Union (hereinafter referred to as the “Employer”) by resolution adopted a deferred 
Compensation Plan (hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”) effective 21 day of December, for the purpose of 
making available to eligible employees the accrual of tax benefits under a Section 457 Deferred Compensation 
Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the final Internal Revenue Code (“Code”) Section 415 regulations, Pension Protection Act of 2006 
(“PPA”), the Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 (the HEART Act”) and the Worker, Retiree 
and Employer Recovery Act of 2008 (“WRERA”) amended Section 457 of the Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, State and local governmental Section 457(b) plan sponsors must amend their plans to comply with 
the PPA legislative changes by the last day of the 2011 plan year; 
 
WHEREAS, the Employer desires its Plan to confirm with the changes of the Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, such amended and restated Plan shall supersede the previously adopted Plan; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Employer does hereby adopt the amended and restated plan; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Employer does hereby adopt the amended and restated Plan 
prepared by VALIC and assigned Plan Document identifier 81-PD-VALIC-103111 by the Director of the 
Division of Local Governmental Services. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Director of the 
Division of Local Governmental Services. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services. 
 
I, Ella M. Ruta of the Employer, in the County of Hunterdon and the State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a RESOLUTION adopted by the Employer on the 21st  day of 
December, 2011. 
 
 Witness my hand and seal of the Employer on the 21st day of December, 2011. 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       William F. Bischoff, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
________________________________ 
Ella M. Ruta, Municipal Clerk 

 
 

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino  X  X    
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Mr.  Mazza   X    
Mrs. Dziubek   X     
Ms. McBride  X X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried 
 
b. The following resolution was introduced for adoption: 
 

Resolution # 2011- 150 
UNION TOWNSHIP, HUNTERDON COUNTY 

APPROPRATION TRANSFER(S) 
 

Be it resolved by the Township Committee of the Township of Union, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, 
that there are insufficient funds to meet the demands necessary for the 2011 Appropriations in the following 
accounts: 
 
TO:       Gasoline   10546020   $  3,500.00 
 Planning Board OE  10518020       5,000.00 
 Legal    10515520       3,500.00 
         $ 12,000.00     
WHEREAS, the following account(s) have sufficient excess funds to meet such demands: 
 
FROM:   
 Roads OE   10529020   $ 12,000.00 
         $ 12,000.00 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 40A: 4-58 the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 
authorized to make the transfer(s) required to meet the obligations of Union Township. 
 
Date:  December 21, 2011 
 

  Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino X  X    
Mr.  Mazza     X    
Mrs. Dziubek  X X    
Ms. McBride    X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried 
 
c.  The following resolution was introduced for adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION #2011- 143 
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, HUNTERDON COUNTY 

Resolution re:  Reinstituting Paris Grant Funds 
 
Tabled. 
 
d. The following resolution was introduced for adoption: 
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RESOLUTION #2011-151 

UNION TOWNSHIP, HUNTERDON COUNTY 
Approving HVAC Contractor to Replace Air Conditioning/Heating Unit in the Meeting Room 

 
WHEREAS, three quotes came in for replacing HVAC unit in the meeting room of the Union Township 
Municipal Building; and 
 
WHEREAS, the lowest quote submitted was in the amount of $9,600.00 from First Class Comfort Systems Inc.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Township of Union to  award the 
contract to First Class Comfort Systems Inc. 
 

______________________________ 
William Bischoff, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
____________________________________ 
Ella M. Ruta, Municipal Clerk 
 
 

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino X  X    
Mr.  Mazza     X    
Mrs. Dziubek   X     
Ms. McBride  X  X    
Mr. Bischoff    X    

 
Motion carried 
 
e. Motion to approve – Letter from the Tax Collector asking to review request from UT resident to waive 

interest on delinquent taxes.   
 
Motion:  To waive interest on delinquent taxes. 
 

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino   X X    
Mr.  Mazza      X   
Mrs. Dziubek     X    
Ms. McBride X   X    
Mr. Bischoff     X   

 
Motion defeated 
 
f. Discussion – Hiring new DR&F Employee – Executive Session 
 
REPORTS 
 
a. Attorney’s Report 
 
– Executive Session 
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– We received the County Open Space Trust Fund check for $27,999.15 and letter addressed to the Mayor. 
– Lookout Pointe – Original performance bond found in old files and returned to Toll Brothers.  Original 

maintenance bond also found. 
– Spoke to Julie Hajdusek from NJ Water Authority and she will come to second meeting in January and talk 

about huntings clubs’ potential role at the Sheuing property. 
 
b. Mayor’s Report 
 
 Quote “When people fear the government – that is tyranny; when government fears the people – that is 

liberty.” Thomas Jefferson. 
 Received call from John Lowy DOT re:  Request for changing the light at the intersect ion of Frontage Rd and 

Perryville/Charlestown Roads at the Shell Station.  DOT policy is the Town pays 25% of cost and DOT pays 
75% of cost and that has been in effect since February 2011.  The issue will be revisited.  The Engineer will 
get the numbers for putting in delayed left turn light as back up information.   

 Executive Session, Pilot 
 UT Seal.  Making progress.   
 MEL session regarding Personnel Manual.  Do we need an ordinance for indemnification?  No, we have one.  

Are we implementing Best Practices?  Yes.  For Personnel Policy Manual do we have a program for being in 
compliance and are we in compliance now?  CFO asked Attorney if we are in compliance with all the MEL 
regulations?  Attorney responded that the MEL reminds us every two years to comply with their revisions.  It 
would be helpful periodically for the Committee to review the Manual.  

 Court - without having December’s numbers we are in the black.  In negotiations with Clinton Township 
Court to continue shared services. 

 
c. Committee Report 
 
Mr. Mazza reported the following: 
– Paintball damage in Franklin and Union.  DR&F cleaned signs. 
– “If you do not step forward you’ll always be in the same spot.” 
 
Mrs. Dziubek reported the following: 
– The volunteers are the most fantastic people who really make the Township worthwhile and it has been an 

honor and pleasure to serve with them. It was also an honor and pleasure to serve with the Committee and the 
Professionals. 

 
Ms. McBride reported the following: 
– DR&F finished the Manzione sign. 
– UTEC newsletters mailed out.  Suggested Township Directory be removed from the newsletter and sent to 

residents with the tax bill mailing in the summer.  Discussion and Committee agreed 
– New website up and running December 28th. 
– Email from Dr. Sousa re: Sidney Brook Grant.   
– December 30th will work on putting together a website and link for Pattenburg Fire Company. 
– January 6th meeting with Terry Wright from the Hunterdon Democrat and asked the Mayor to attend and talk 

about Route 173 and the condition of Spruce Run corridor.  Mayor, for the record the County has been the 
only one to respond to requests the Township has made.  

 
Mr. Severino reported the following: 
– Scheduled meeting with new commander of Perryville Barracks in regard to our proposed alarm ordinance at 

the last meeting.  The Mayor and I will be there January 6th at 9:00 a.m. 
– HVAC replaced. 
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– Recycling closed Christmas Eve and open New Year’s Eve.  Schedule for recycling on website calendar. 
– Recycling will let the CFO know what clothing/boots are needed for Purchase Order. 
– Disposing of tires at mini dump.  Going to facility that recycles the rubber off the tires and the Township gets 

credits towards tonnage. 
 
d. Clerk’s Report 
 
– Raffle License #2011-27 Assoc. for Hunterdon Developmental Center, Inc; Off Premise Merchandise; 

6/10/12. 
 

  Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino    X    
Mr.  Mazza    X    
Mrs. Dziubek X   X     
Ms. McBride  X X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried 
 
– The Clerk will be out of the office on Thursday and Friday, December 29 & 30. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
OUT OF AGENDA ORDER 
 
Ms. McBride mentioned the Eagle Scout from the last meeting and the rubber mulch.  The Engineer will get back 
to her about the mulch.  
 
BACK TO AGENDA ORDER 
 
PAYMENTS OF BILLS 
 
The approved list of bills and all claims against the Township of Union as appearing in the Claims Register of this 
date be paid and that all checks listed hereinafter be issued in payment thereof, vendor #2308 amount will be 
reduced to $206 for special tees.  
 

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino   X    
Mr.  Mazza   X    
Mrs. Dziubek   X  X     
Ms. McBride X  X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried with modification 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Potential Litigation, Personnel 
 
The following resolution was introduced for adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION #2011- 152 
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Providing for a Meeting Not Open to the Public in Accordance with the  
Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Union is subject to certain requirements of the Open 
Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et. seq.; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10-4-12, provides that an Executive Session, not open to the 
public, may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Township Committee of the Township of Union to discuss in a session not 
open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b and designated 
below: 

1. ________Matters Relating to Litigation, Negotiations and the Attorney-Client Privilege:  Any pending or 
anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body is, or may become a party.  Any 
maters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the extent that confidentiality is required in order for 
the attorney to exercise his ethical duties as a lawyer. 

 
2. _______Matters Relating to the Employment Relationship:  Any matter involving the employment, 

appointment, termination of employment, terms and conditions of employment, evaluation of the 
performance of promotion or disciplining of any specific prospective public officer or employee or 
current public officer or employee employed or appointed by the public body, unless all the individual 
employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely affected request in writing that such matter or 
matters be discussed at a public meeting.  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Union, 
assembled in Executive session on December 21, 2011, at 9:45 p.m. in the Union Township Municipal Building, 
140 Perryville Road, Hampton, New Jersey, for the discussion of matters relating to the specific items designated 
above.   

 
It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the 
determination of the Township Committee that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 
 

  Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino X   X    
Mr.  Mazza   X    
Mrs. Dziubek    X     
Ms. McBride  X X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    

 
Motion carried 
 
11:13 p.m. motion to come out of Executive Session 
  

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino X  X    
Mr.  Mazza   X    
Mrs. Dziubek  X  X     
Ms. McBride   X    
Mr. Bischoff   X    
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Motion carried 
 
Motion: To authorize the Township Attorney to write a letter to the Department of Community Affairs 
Construction Office regarding the items discussed in Executive Session 
 

Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino X      
Mr.  Mazza  X     
Mrs. Dziubek        
Ms. McBride       
Mr. Bischoff       

 
Motion carried by unanimous favorable vote 
 
Motion: The Attorney to contact the Tax Collector about scheduling issues. 
 

  Voice Vote Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Mr.  Severino X       
Mr.  Mazza        
Mrs. Dziubek X        
Ms. McBride        
Mr. Bischoff       

 
Motion carried by favorable unanimous vote. 
 
ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business to come before the Township Committee at this time, Ms. 
Dziubek made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Mazza seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous favorable roll 
call vote.   
 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_________________________     _______________________________ 
Ella M. Ruta, RMC     William F. Bischoff, Mayor 
Township Clerk 
   
Prepared by:  Pat Essig, Administrative Assistant 
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