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Purpose of Briefing  

• Briefing #3  
• Promote situational 

awareness for emergency 
management community & 
partners 

• Provide guidance for 
planning efforts  

• Briefing applies to Mount 
Holly service area – shaded 
in green on map 
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Executive Summary 
• A strong coastal storm system will impact the region starting tonight & continuing into 

Thursday.  
• Heavy snow, sleet, and coastal flooding are all threats from this storm.   
• 10+ inches of snow are expected where the heaviest snow band sets up.  Much of the 

region will see at least some snow.  Snow will start later this evening, after the  
afternoon/evening commute.  Warnings & advisories have been posted.  

• Icing due to freezing rain no longer appears to be a major threat from this event.  
However, heavy wet snow will cling to trees and wires.     

• Strong winds will be an issue with this event as the storm intensifies along the coast. 
Gusts up to 50 mph are possible along the coast, with gusts in the 20 to 35 mph range  
inland from late tonight through most of Thursday.  This will cause added stress to power 
lines and tree limbs covered with heavy snow. 

• Minor coastal flooding is likely and moderate coastal flooding is possible with this storm 
along the Atlantic coast, as well as in the Delaware Bay & Raritan Bay.  The high tides to 
watch are both high tides on Thursday, as well as the morning high tide on Friday.  
Significant rainfall along the coast may worsen the coastal flooding impacts.  

• Next briefing package will be issued by 600 PM Wednesday, Feb 12th.  
• Monitor our website for the latest information.    

•  http://www.erh.noaa.gov/phi 
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Snowfall amounts  
• The heaviest snowfall will be to the 

northwest of the I-95 corridor. 
• However, a large part of the area will 

see 6+ inches of snow.  
• Snowfall starts later this evening and 

continues into Thursday.  Heaviest 
snow will fall during the late overnight 
hours into Thursday morning. 

• Snowfall rates of 1 to 2 inches per 
hour are possible late tonight into 
Thursday morning.    

• This will be a wet, heavy snow that 
will cling to trees and wires. 

• Temperatures on Thursday will range 
from the upper 20s far north to mid 
30s south.  Cold…but not bitter cold. 
This may help with road conditions. 

• Freezing rain no longer seems to pose 
a major threat during this event.  
However, there will be some sleet 
with this event. 
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Coastal flooding 
• Minor coastal flooding is 

likely along the Atlantic Coast 
and in the Delaware Bay & 
Raritan Bay.  Moderate 
coastal flooding remains a 
possibility depending on the 
eventual path of the storm.  

• High tides to watch are both 
high tides on Thursday, AND 
the morning high tide on 
Friday.  

• Heavy rainfall near the 
Atlantic coast may worsen the 
coastal flooding impacts.  
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Coastal Flooding - 
continued 

• Beach erosion is a 
threat at the times 
of high tide.  Waves 
in the surf zones will 
peak at 6 to 9 feet.   

• Coastal flooding is 
NOT expected on the 
Chesapeake Bay.  
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Winds 

• Winds will gust to 50 
mph near the coast, 
and 20 to 35 mph at 
more inland locations.  

• Wind loading due to 
heavy wet snow 
clinging to tree limbs 
and power lines will 
result in fallen trees 
and power outages.   



National Weather Service 
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly 

Final thoughts 
• Its been a stormy winter, and it obviously hasn’t 

stopped yet. 
• Keep an eye on the forecast as small changes in storm 

track and/or intensity could result in a significant 
change in the impacts.  

• Current storm timing still indicates today’s afternoon/ 
evening commute will be OK since accumulating snow 
is expected to start after 8 PM today.  However, major 
travel impacts can be expected for both the Thursday 
morning and Thursday evening commute.  

• It looks like there might be a slight change in the 
weather pattern later next week which would bring 
more seasonable temperatures to the area.  The best 
we could hope for is a gradual warm up with no rain so 
the snowpack and river ice go away quietly. 
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Questions? 
• For the latest information, visit our website at: 

– http://www.erh.noaa.gov/phi 
• Our latest briefing package is available from our website at: 
• http://www.erh.noaa.gov/phi/briefing/packages/current_briefing.pdf 

 
• If you wish to be notified when a briefing package is issued, you can follow us on 

social media where we post the notice. 
• You can ‘friend’ us on Facebook at: US National Weather Service 

Philadelphia/Mount Holly 
• You can follow us on Twitter @NWS_MountHolly 

 
• If you have any questions, please contact us. 
• Gary.Szatkowski@noaa.gov 

– Office 609-261-6602 x222 
• Joseph.Miketta@noaa.gov 

– Office 609-261-6602 x223 

http://www.erh.noaa.gov/phi
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/phi/briefing/packages/current_briefing.pdf
mailto:Gary.Szatkowski@noaa.gov
mailto:Joseph.Miketta@noaa.gov
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